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2 Girls Who Travel Visit

DETROITDETROIT
Okay, so take any preconceived notions you 

may have about Detroit … and throw them out 
the window! From the moment we jumped 

in our Uber from the airport, we learned that De-
troit was far from the jobless city suffering from a 
down automobile industry that some people make 
it out to be. Instead, we experienced anything but! 
We were told by locals about the history of the city 
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and efforts made to revitalize Detroit into its new-
est namesake “Comeback City.”

From covering the jazz festival to driving to 8 
Mile to get soul food, 2 Girls Who Travel ventured 
throughout Detroit and discovered their own ap-
preciation for the Comeback City. 

The Atheneum Suite Hotel
Located right in the heart of Greektown in 

downtown Detroit, the Atheneum Suite Hotel is 
appropriately named. It’s a modern, all-suite ho-
tel with a Greek theme. We were greeted in the 
lobby by massive paintings of Greek mythologi-
cal figures. Our suite was very spacious and it 
was great to have a separate area for us to work 
away from the bedroom. The bathroom was huge 
and the tub was so deep you literally had to climb 
out! Our room had a perfect view of the Greek-
town Casino. Since we didn’t have a car (Uber was 
our means of transportation for the trip), having 
our hotel located a short walk from restaurants 
and entertainment was a plus … we had dinner at 
popular restaurant Fishbones (literally next door), 

drinks at Loco’s Tex-Mex Grille and lost our money 
at Greektown Casino! The Atheneum staff was su-
perb and went above and beyond for us. Corey, 
in particular, suggested we visit the Museum of 
African American History and even took us there 
and arranged for our ride back to the hotel – even 
though it was after he got off work. We’d defi-
nitely stay at The Atheneum Suite Hotel when we 
travel to Detroit again.

About 2 Girls Who Travel:  Armed with a love for culture, 
adventure, food, arts and entertainment – and equipped 
with a laptop, camera and multiple cellular devices – 2 
Girls Who Travel has a mission to share their journey 
with the world. Throughout their travels, they conduct 
exclusive interviews, write about cool finds, give 
destination-specific travel tips and provide their takes on 
the best food and drinks and so much more. Embodying 
two different kinds of travelers – Val is the adventure-
seeking millennial and Kim is the cultured lover of luxury 
– readers will learn more about them as they share their 
experiences traversing the globe! Subscribe to the 2 Girls 
Who Travel blog 2girlswhotravel.com.

Motown Museum 
It was hard to contain our excitement when we 

arrived at Grand Blvd. and saw the iconic blue and 
white house with Hitsville U.S.A. plastered across 
the front. We knew we were about to get a taste 
of musical history. The Motown Museum is one of 
those must-visit places in Detroit. So many musi-
cal legends began their careers inside that very 
house (Berry Gordy subsequently bought out the 
entire street of houses) and there is so much his-
tory in each piece of memorabilia on the inside. 
The list of Motown artists seems endless – Ste-
vie Wonder, The Temptations, Smokey Robinson, 
The Supremes, The Jackson 5 – and that’s just 
scratching the surface! Our tour guide was so 
lively and upbeat that her spirit was infectious! 

We sang and danced our way through the tour and 
ended with an impromptu performance in the actual 
recording studio (we did the Temptation Walk). After 
the tour, we took lots of pictures outside the house. 
And be sure to visit the gift shop – there are some 
great souvenirs in there! 

Jazz Fest
The Detroit Jazz Festival, the largest free jazz fes-

tival, is held annually every Labor Day weekend. We 
were eager to cover the event as media as it allowed 
us front row access to snap shots and take video of 
the performances, and there were a lot. The festival 
was just a few blocks from our hotel, so we walked 
there, picked up our media credentials and checked 
out the performances. There were performances all 
day on five different stages. The festival is actually 
three days from early in the day to late at night. We 
couldn’t see every act, but we caught some great 
ones – legendary jazz great Freddy Cole was one of 
them! And of course we had to sample some of the 
festival food and drinks and visit the vendors. The 
Detroit Jazz Fest is a wonderful option for the entire 
family if you’re visiting on Labor Day – and best of 
all, it’s free!

Art Museums
The Detroit Institute of Arts can easily rival any art 

museum in the big city. We had heard so many great 
things about it, so we made sure to allot plenty of 
time to explore … and it did not disappoint. There 
were so many mediums, genres and eras of art – 
wall to wall and room to room – it was very easy 
to get completely lost in the masterpieces. It’s also 
home to the famed Diego Rivera murals. We tried our 
best to see as much as we could. You’ll definitely 
need a few hours! Conveniently located in the mu-

seum is a café with a large sitting area that has 
numerous outlets, so we were able to eat lunch 

(which was actually very good) and charge up 
our devices. 

Just steps away from the Detroit Institute of 
Arts was the Charles H. Wright Museum of Afri-
can American History. We are so glad we visited. 
While cameras and photography weren’t permit-
ted inside, it was still a profoundly deep display 
of history. One exhibit allows you to follow the 
journey of a slave, shedding a light on the harsh 
realities of the slave trade. It was raw, emotional 
and something you have to visit to comprehend. 
Our words just won’t do it justice and for that 
reason, the Museum of African American History 
is another must-visit in Detroit.

2girlswhotravel.com to read more
about our time in Detroit!

Be sure to subscribe to our blog


