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The DMV, commonly used to reference the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area 
which encompasses DC, Maryland and Virginia, is a piece of history, culture 

and arts rolled into one. The 
nation’s capital is truly a 
melting pot of different races, 
cultures and generations and 
it’s a perfect travel destination 
because there is something to 
fit everyone’s interests. Check 
out our list of the top 10 places 
to visit in the DMV. 
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8Marvin – 2007 14th St. NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20010 – Appropriately named, 

this restaurant pays homage to Motown 
legend Marvin Gaye. With a menu 
inspired by food Gaye consumed while 
living in his hometown of DC and the 
chill vibes exuded from the downstairs 
restaurant and upstairs bar, Marvin is 
a place to come eat, drink, unwind and 
have a good time. 

7National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture – 101 14th St. NW, Washing-

ton, DC 20560 – With a scheduled opening of 
September 2016, the Smithsonian Institution 
National Museum of African American History 
and Culture will take its rightful place in DC’s 
National Mall as a testament and celebration 
of black culture and achievements. It seems 
right and quite fitting that President Barack 
Obama will lead the museum’s dedication and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

6Joe’s Seafood, Prime Steak & Stone Crab 
– 750 15th St. NW Washington, DC 20005 

– True to its namesake, Joe’s boasts a menu 
with items that would make any seafood-
lover’s mouth water. Whatever you order, 
be sure to throw in some of their famous 
crab legs. You’ll be glad you did! 

5Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial – Part of DC’s National 
Mall, the MLK, Jr. Memorial includes a massive 30-foot 

structure of Dr. King, two pieces of granite representing 
the “mountain of despair” mentioned in Dr. King’s famed 
“I Have a Dream” speech and an inscription wall featur-
ing some of his famous quotes. Take a photo of the giant 
statue or simply sit and reflect on one of the greatest 
civil rights leader in our history.

4George-
town Cup-

cakes – 3301 
M Street NW, 
Washington, 
DC 20007 – 
Give into your 
sweets crav-
ings and stop into Georgetown Cupcakes, whose cofounders are 
stars of the TLC television series DC Cupcakes. Check out their 
special monthly selections such as February’s strawberry lava 
fudge and raspberry chocolate chip or opt for a more traditional 
cupcake like the classic chocolate or vanilla. 

3Newseum – 555 Pennsylva-
nia Ave. NW, Washington, 

DC 20001 – This interactive 
museum encompasses seven 
levels of news, journalism, 
history and tons of exhibits. 
Touch an actual piece of the 
Berlin Wall, view daily front 
pages from around the world 
or experience what it’s like 
to be a TV newscaster in an 
interactive newsroom. You 
can do all this and more at the 
Newseum.
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10National Harbor – Located just south of 
DC along the Potomac River in Prince 

George’s County, Maryland is National 
Harbor – a waterfront with tons to do, from 
shopping to dining … they even have a 
36-foot carousel. And if you’re feeling 
especially adventurous, hop aboard The 
Capital Wheel, which soars 180 feet above 
the Potomac River waterfront!

Washington, D.C. – our nation’s 
capital, the residence of our 

country’s first African-American 
president, and so much more. We were 
excited to visit DC, and believe it’s 
something every American should do in 
their lifetime. Since neither one of us 
had ever been, we decided to research 
and build our own itinerary. Despite a 
few time restraints, we were able to 
see and do quite a bit in The District.

While we stayed in the heart of 
downtown DC, we were able to explore 
– sometimes by bus, sometimes by foot 
in the freezing cold! But we saw some 
amazing sights like the Washington 
Monument, met some cool people and 
of course … ate some great food! 

2           Howard University – 2400 Sixth St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20059 – This private 

university is truly a piece of black history. 
Howard University is where the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council (which composes nine 
Greek fraternities and sororities – five of 
which were founded on Howard’s campus) 
was organized. The school boasts numer-
ous notable alumni such as actress Phylicia 
Rashad, Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall, author Toni Morrison and civil 
rights activist Stokely Carmichael, to name 
a few. Take some time to visit Howard’s Gal-
lery of Art, open Sunday through Friday.

1The White House – 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washing-

ton, DC 20500 – Possibly what Washington, D.C. is most 

known for, the White House is not only the residence of 

the President of the United States and family, but it’s 

a piece of history. Public tours of the White House are 

scheduled on a first come, first served basis but visitors 

must put in a request at least 21 days in advance. 

9Old Town Alexandria – Situated in Alex-
andria, Virginia on the Potomac River, 

Old Town Alexandria is a walkable pre-
served historic district with restaurants, 
shopping, historic attractions and more.

Follow our journey!!

The month of February isn’t the only 
time to celebrate black history. We 

had the opportunity to travel to DC 
during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday weekend. What made it extra 
special – visiting the MLK memorial in 
the National Mall. People young and 
old and of different races gathered 

including some pictures of Gaye himself. 
We heard a few of Gaye’s tunes playing 
in the background, so that was cool. The 
food we selected (chicken and waffles 
for Kim; Marvin burger for Val) tasted 
good and was cooked well. Though 
expectations for the specialty cocktail 
drinks (names which are also inspired 
by Gaye: i.e. “Distant Lover,” “Mercy 
Mercy Me”) were high, they were just … 
okay. Val opted for the Peachy Keen and 
there was nothing really memorable 
about it. 

Fat full from dinner, we decided to 
walk it off on the U-Street Corridor. After 
a few blocks, we wanted to rest our feet 
(and find some warmth) so we stopped 
into a little spot called the Tap and 
Parlour after hearing the music playing 
from the outside. The place immediately 
emitted a chill vibe. There was no cover 

Check out this excerpt from our blog:

in freezing cold temperatures to 
remember, celebrate and reflect on the 
legacy of famous civil rights leader. 
From the 30-foot statue of Dr. King to 
the wall plastered with his thoughtful 
quotes, the MLK memorial was a very 
special visit.

We also had the chance to check out 
the special civil rights exhibits at the 
Newseum. One exhibit was “Make Some 
Noise: Students and the Civil Rights 
Movement” and guests could view 
news and video chronicling how young 
adults in the 1960s exercised their First 
Amendment rights to fight segregation.

Another exhibit titled “1966: Civil 
Rights at 50” explored the events of 
1966 – such as the rise of the Black 
Power movement and shooting of 
activist James Meredith – in a moving 
and powerful way.

After our wax museum fun, we 
returned to the hotel to get ready 

for our first night in DC. But what to do? 
Where to go? We didn’t have a planned 
itinerary, so we just did whatever we 
wanted. We’d heard great things about 
the U-Street Corridor, a popular and 
cultured neighborhood in Northwest DC 
that offers bars, restaurants and music. 
All things we’re into – so U-Street it was. 

We’d like to divert and take a moment 
to share our Uber DC experience. The 
pros: our drivers were a friendly, 

But for what it’s worth, 
choosing uber pool helped us save 

40 percent off our total uber charges for 
the weekend. So, use uber pool at your 
own discretion. 

Now, back to U-Street. 
We were excited to try Marvin, a 

restaurant with a rooftop lounge 
created as a homage to the legendary 
singer Marvin Gaye. It was packed! We 
opted to wait for seating downstairs 
near the actual restaurant. As we were 
waiting, we watched at least a few 
dozen people scurry up the stairwell to 
whatever fun awaited them at the top. 
Men, women, all ethnicities. It was a 
cool vibe at Marvin.   

We were finally seated at our table. 
The dining area is a bit small and narrow 
and dimly lit, but didn’t feel crowded. 
The walls were decorated with art, 

and we were able 
to secure a high table right 
near the bar. There was a DJ playing rap 
and r&b classics – both old and new. Our 
kind of music. We decided to go get a 
drink at the bar – and this is where the 
Tap and Parlour lost points…

To read more, subscribe to 
2girlswhotravel.wordpress.com.

cultured bunch. There was Rohan from 
Sri Lanka, Samuel from Nigeria and 
Belal from Afghanistan. We chatted 
with them about things such as the 
best international airports, small U.S. 
towns they’d visited (surprisingly 
both of our hometowns made the list) 
and why Arlington, Va. is worth some 
independent exploration. The cons: 
don’t know if this is just a DC thing, 
but there’s this option for an uber pool. 
Don’t remember having that option in 
New Orleans. We always just selected 
the cheapest option since there were 
only two of us. Well uber pool means 
you can carpool with as many as two 
other people. Not a problem until the 
uber driver tries to pack four grown 
adults with heavy coats, coffee and 
any of their other belongings into a 
Chevy Cruze. Not to mention it slightly 
increases the length of your trip 
because you may have to wait to pick 
up/drop off the other passenger(s). 
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By 2 Girls Who Travel Valerie Jones & Kim Floyd
Armed with a love for culture, adventure, 
food, arts and entertainment – and 
equipped with a laptop, camera and 
multiple cellular devices – 2 Girls Who 
Travel has a mission to share their journey 
with the world. Throughout their travels, 
they conduct exclusive interviews, write 
about cool finds, give destination-
specific travel tips and provide their 
takes on the best food and drinks 
and so much more. Embodying two 
different kinds of travelers – Val is 
the adventure-seeking millennial and 
Kim is the cultured lover of luxury – 
readers will learn more about them 
as they share their experiences 
traversing the globe! Subscribe 
to the 2 Girls Who Travel blog 
www.2girlswhotravel.
wordpress.com.
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